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BUSINESS COUNSELING – AT NO COST 

SCORE 60-second guides, for tips on business success
Available in Spanish 
http://www.score.org/guides.html

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS (SBDCs)
Often located on the community college campus
http://www.asbdc-us.org/ LOCATE CENTERS BY STATE

PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER (PTACs)
Often located on the community college campus 
http://www.aptac-us.org/new/Govt_Contracting/find.php

BY STATE - LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (SBA) OFFICES
http://www.sba.gov/gopher/Local-Information/Local-SBA-Offices/

SBA 8(A) BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MENTOR PROTÉGÉ PROGRAM
The applicant firm must be a small business, must be unconditionally owned and controlled by one or more socially and economically disadvantaged individuals who are of good character and citizens of the United States, and must demonstrate potential for success.
http://www.sba.gov/8abd/indexmentor.html

AIR FORCE SMALL BUSINESS LEARNING CENTER
http://www.selltoairforce.org/sell2af_sblc/

SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT
Registration is necessary to be eligible to bid on any government contract.  Consolidation of CCR/FedReg, ORCA and EPLS.
	http://www.sam.gov 
	

DUNS NUMBER REGISTRATION
	The government and many corporations require vendors to have a D&B             D-U-N-S Number. You can also get a D-U-N-S Number (at no charge) by calling 1-800-333-0505.
http://www.dnb.com/get-a-duns-number.html 







CANADIAN TRADE CONNECTIONS
Commercial business which arranges one-on-one meetings for you with Canadian importers and other organizations interested in talking to you about your products or services for a nominal fee, covering all industries and market sectors across Canada.
http://www.tradeconnections.ca/


GUIDE TO SBA'S DEFINITIONS OF SMALL BUSINESS 
https://www.sba.gov/content/small-business-size-standards 

GRANTS TO SMALL BUSINESS

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Grants
Applications provided by Illinois Entrepreneurship Centers
http://www.ienconnect.com/

SBIR/STTR early stage Research & Development grants
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Program
http://www.sba.gov/sbir/

http://www.grants.gov/applicants/request_duns_number.jsp


LINKS TO SBLO ORGANIZATIONS, CONFERENCES AND TRADE FAIRS

Midwest SBLO Group-Advocates and Educates the activities of supporting the Small Business Programs for Prime and Sub-contractors.  Organization is supported by members of Government Agencies and PTACs.
www.MidwestSBLOGroup.org	

SBIR PROGRAM list of conferences
http://www.sbir.gov/events 

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH (SBIR) PROGRAM site
http://www.sbir.gov/

OPPORTUNITIES

SBA Business Online Network
Registration in the Business Online Network is free and only requires that your business be currently registered in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) Database (www.CCR.gov). This provides automatic listing in the Small Business Directory and updates when new program features are added. 
http://www.businessmatchmaking.com/online.shtml


VIRTUAL WORKSHOP is a tutorial which will prepare you for a business matchmaking experience -- a 15 minute face to face interview to obtain procurement opportunities from state and federal governments and the private sector at a regional Business Matchmaking event.  See Events Calendar for Regional Matchmaking events.
http://www.businessmatchmaking.com/workshop.shtml  

Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization for the Veterans Administration
http://www.va.gov/OSDBU/


PUBLICATIONS AND E-ZINES

MINORITY ON-LINE INFORMATION SERVICE
http://www.molis.us/

Small Business Administration WHAT’S NEW page
http://www.sba.gov/news/indexwhatsnew.html

Small Business Administration link to events in your state
 http://www.sba.gov/sbasolutions/

NaVOBA 
http://www.navoba.com/ 

MINORITY OWNED BUSINESS LINKS

	Diversity Information Resources
	www.diversityinforesources.com 

Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization
http://www.va.gov/OSDBU/

National Minority Business Council
http://www.nmbc.org/

National Minority Supplier Development Council
http://www.nmsdcus.org/

Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
http://www.ihccbusiness.net/

Woman’s Business Enterprise National Council
www.wbenc.org    



VETERAN OWNED BUSINESS LINKS

Web Sites of Interest to Veteran-Owned Businesses
http://www.vetbiz.gov



WOMAN OWNED BUSINESS LINKS

SBA Office of Women's Business Ownership and 
Online Women's Business Center
http://www.onlinewbc.gov/

The gateway for women-owned businesses selling to the federal government
http://www.womenbiz.gov/
